
©2015 The Center for Literary Education  www.centerforlit.com  

Quick Card:  
Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde  

 
 

  

Reference The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde. Robert Louis Stevenson. (1886) 
ISBN-13: 978-0486266886 

Plot Disaster ensues when Dr. Jekyll discovers a potion which separates the nature 
of man into its two parts, good and evil.  

Setting The Soho district of London in the 1880s. 

Characters 

 
• Dr. Jekyll – protagonist 
• Mr. Hyde – antagonist and alter ego of Jekyll 
• Poole – Jekyll’s groom/ servant 
• Utterson – narrator of the story and longtime friend of Jekyll and Lanyon. 

He serves as the witness to the case. 
• Lanyon – doctor and old friend of Jekyll, a second witness to the fantastical 

narrative. 
 
 

Conflict 
• Man vs. Himself 
• Man vs. Man 
• Man vs. Nature 
• Man vs. God 

Theme The strength of sin. The danger of pride. The nature of man. 
 

Literary Devices 
 

Story frame (a story within a story) 


