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Plot 
When Harriet’s antics cause her frazzled mother to lose her temper in 

spite of her attempts at self-control, the two learn to forgive one another. 

Setting 
 Harriet’s pre-school years

 A family home

 An average day

Characters 
Harriet, a young girl 

Harriet’s mother (protagonist) 

Conflict 
Man vs. Man: Harriet’s childish mistakes make life difficult for her 

mother. 

Man vs. Self: Harriet’s mother struggles to keep her temper. 

Theme 

Harriet and her mother build relationship through repentance and 

forgiveness.  

Universal Issues Include: 

 Self-Control

 Patience

 Motherly love

 Childishness

Literary Devices 
 Repetition

 Rhyme

 Alliteration


